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ABSTRACT

This paper sought to find out whether COVID 19 is as a result of natural evil, human evil or both.
The researchers adopt an expository method in carrying out this work. Viruses have been around
in the world long as life itself. We can confidently say that life as we know it would not exist
without viruses. Viruses do leave “fossils” in the Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA)-the hereditary
material in humans and of other organisms, from which their history can be reconstructed. It is as
a result of this that the researchers posit that COVID 19 is neither natural evil nor human evil.
The researchers conclude that the issue of COVID 19 outbreak ravaging the earth has a sufficient
reason. But sometimes our emotions blind us from seeing the reason but solely the event.
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INTRODUCTION

It is a noticeable phenomenon that the ugly situation facing the world today is the explosion
of COVID 19 pandemic. Which many scholars and layman relegate it to the problem of evil.
Some viewed it as a result of punishment from God; some sees it to be consequence of human
evil. This necessitates asking; how do we reconcile the existence of evil in the world with a good
and loving God? When evil happens to us personally or to those we love, the most pressing
question might be something like, “why us God not protecting us from this evil that is amongst
us? That is usually more like an existential cry of the heart than a philosophical puzzle to be
solved. Why would God create a world like this, where this coronavirus can wreak such havoc on
our daily lives, and even kill people by hijacking their respiratory systems?

Analyzing the question, it is worthy to note that people can do evil things. This is a direct
consequence of free will. And the world is a better place because there are humans with free will,
even though they sometimes use it for evil purposes. Notable, COVID 19 is different; this is
because ‘free will” defense does not work for viruses. They are not intentional agents that make
decisions or have moral responsibility. They just do what they are programmed to do. In that
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regard, it warrants us to wonder why God create these things and program them to devastate like
this. However, the researchers are on the opinion that the COVID 19 (Coronavirus) pandemic;
does not take long for serious questions about evil and suffering to arise rather it is something that
has been into existence before man.

CLARIFICATION OF TERMS

COVID 19

According to WHO (2020) Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an infectious disease
caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) (Umukoro et al.,
2020; Udok et al., 2020).0n the other hand, Hui et al (2020) stated that the disease was first
identified in December 2019 in Wuhan, the capital of China's Hubei province, and has since
spread globally, resulting in the ongoing 2019-20 coronavirus pandemic (Bassey 2020; Bassey
& Eyo 2020).

The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the 2019-20 coronavirus outbreak a
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) on 30 January 2020 and a pandemic
on 11 March 2020.Local transmission of the disease has been recorded in many countries across
all six WHO regions.

The World Health Organization announced in February 2020 that COVID-19 is the official
name of the disease. World Health Organisation chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus explained
that CO stands for corona, V1 for virus and D for disease, while 19 is for when the outbreak was
first identified: 31 December 2019.The name had been chosen to avoid references to a specific
geographical location (e.g. China), animal species or group of people, in line with international
recommendations for naming aimed at preventing stigmatisation. The virus that causes COVID-
19 is named severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The WHO
additionally uses "the COVID-19 virus" and "the virus responsible for COVID-19" in public
communications. Coronaviruses were named in 1968 for their appearance in electron micrographs
which was reminiscent of the solar corona, cordona meaning crown in Latin. Both the disease and
virus are commonly referred to as "coronavirus".

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19
Signs and symptoms of corona virus include:
Fever
Cough and shortness of breath
Fatigue,
Muscle pain
Diarrhea
Sore throat
Loss of smell and
. Abdominal pain.

However, the time from exposure to onset of symptoms is typically around five days, but
may range from two to 14 days. While the majority of cases result in mild symptoms, some
progress to viral pneumonia and multi-organ failure. As of 9 April 2020, more than 1.48 million
cases have been reported in more than 200 countries and territories, resulting in more than 88,600
deaths. More than 331,000 people have recovered.
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MODES OF TRANSMISSION

The virus is mainly spread during close contact and by small droplets produced when those
infected cough, sneeze or talk. These droplets may also be produced during breathing; however,
they rapidly fall to the ground or surfaces and are not generally spread through the air over large
distances. People may also become infected by touching a contaminated surface and then their
face. The virus can survive on surfaces for up to 72 hours. Coronavirus is most contagious during
the first three days after onset of symptoms, although spread may be possible before symptoms
appear and in later stages of the disease.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES
To prevent the spread of Covid 19, it is expected you clean your hands often. Use soap and
water, or an alcohol-based hand rub.
Maintain a safe distance from anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
Wear a mask when physical distancing is not possible.
Don’t touch your eyes, nose or mouth.
Cover your nose and mouth with your bent elbow or a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
Stay home if you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical
attention.
Facemask: always wear face/nose masks. Masks can help to prevent the spread of the virus from
the person wearing the mask to others.

EFFECT OF CORONA VIRUS TO ANATION

Covid 19 has rapidly affected our day to day life, businesses, disrupted the world trade
movements. It is worthy of note that the early identification of the disease is vital and easy to
control. The spread of the virus vary rapidly spreads from person to person. Most countries have
slowed down their manufacturing of the products. The various industries and sectors are affected
by the cause of this disease; these include the pharmaceuticals industry, solar power sector,
tourism, Information and electronics industry (Asira & Francis 2012). Going further, Haleem,
Vaishya and Javaid (2020) noticed that the virus creates significant knock- on the daily life
citizens, as well as about the global economy.
Without doubt, the effects of corona virus pandemic have reach extensively in our daily life
activities and have developed far reaching consequences. Thus:

Health care

In the issue of diagnosis, quarantine and treatment of suspected or confirmed cases have
being a great challenge. It has lead to the burden of the functioning of the other existing medical
system. This has also led to the negligence of patients with other diseases and health problems. It
has added more loads to the Doctors and other healthcare professionals, who are at a very high
risk. Overloading of medical shops is noticed, which requires a high protection.

Economic

Economically, covid 19 pandemic has resulted the slowing down of the manufacturing of
essential goods. It has led to the losses of national and international businesses. It also affects poor
cash flow in the market. It also necessitated the significant of slowing down in the revenue growth.

Social
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Covid 19 has resulted the improper service sectors in various fields for instances, it has
caused the cancellation or postponement of large —scale sports and tournament. Avoiding the
national and international traveling and cancellation of services has being observed as a result of
social challenge towards covid 19 pandemic. It has caused disruption of celebration and
celebration of cultural, religious and festive events, postponement of examinations. Social
distancing with our peers and family members and closure of places for entertainment such as
movie and play theatres, sports clubs, gymnasiums, swimming pools, and so on has also
contributed an impact of covid 19 pandemic.

This covid 19 has affected the sources of supply and affects the global economy. There are
restrictions of traveling from one country to another country. During traveling, numbers of cases
are identified positive when tested, especially when they are taking international visits (Chinazzi,
Davis and Ajelli, 2020).

Natural evil

Natural evil is the evil in the world that arises from what we call “’natural’’ events, things
that are the result of the way the world operates. This would include earthquakes, floods,
tornadoes, disease, birth defects, and other aspects of our world that cause suffering and death. It
causes pain and suffering to humanity but which is not direct to human involvement.

Human evil

Human evil is the evil that is caused by human activity such as murder, rape, robbery,
embezzlement, hatred jealousy etc. It occurs when people choose to act in defiance of God’s law.
Human evil is the evil that emanate from man based on his activities that are not logically coherent
with the ideal of human behavior. It is an act of wickedness. Human evil is as a result of man’s
inhumanity to man. It can also be referred to as the dehumanization of a man.

COVID 19 neither natural evil nor human evil: A justification

Justifying the COVID 19 pandemic as neither natural evil nor human evil; the researchers
outlined the following point using virus relevance to back up their stands. However, Covid 19
outbreak has caused more harm than good globally in the life of every citizen. Notwithstanding,
deducing from the role of viruses in the humans, plant and animals, one can say that COVID 19
was a great threat to human life because it was not control/ checkmate ab initio. Although,
deducing from this, viruses can serve as:

Bacteria checker

Praveen Sethupathy cited by Jim (2020) opines that the population of viruses on Earth is
estimated to be 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. That is a really big number
(1031)-ten billion times more stars than there are in the universe! What are they all doing? It is
noticed that the vast majority of them are not infecting humans, but rather they are infecting
bacteria and keeping them in check.

There are about the same number of bacteria on Earth as there are viruses. In our bodies
alone, each of us has about 100,000,000,000,000 individual bacteria. That is about ten times more
bacterial cells than human cells in our bodies!

Digestive processor
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They provide all kinds of useful functions for us, particularly for our immune system and
indigestion. It is safe to say that life as we know it would not work without them. But they have
a tendency to take over, if left unchecked.

For example, E. coli bacteria reproduce every 20 minutes under ideal conditions. So if you
start with one bacterium, in 20 minutes there will be two, and in forty minutes there will be four,
and at one hour there will be eight. If that went on unchecked, by the end of one twenty-four-hour
day, the population would double 72 times, which is close to 5 x 1021, and if you let that go on
for a year, it is a number so big | am pretty sure that is more bacteria than the mass of the Earth.

So, it is very good that the overwhelming majority of viruses on Earth are infecting bacteria
and slowing down their reproduction. And in order to keep doing that effectively, viruses have to
keep mutating. So every once in a while, a virus will appear that can infect and do harm to humans.
Taking away that possibility, though, would make it impossible for us to live. Just like
earthquakes and tornadoes, viruses sometimes cause harm, suffering, and death. But without
them, we cannot conceive of how life would be possible. In addition, Pope cited by Cindy (200)
opines that COVID 19 is not God’s judgment on humanity, but God’s call on people to judge
what is most important to them and resolve to act accordingly from now on. He further says it is
not time of our judgment: a time to choose what matters and what passes away, a time to separate
what is necessary from what is not. For example, viruses are a living being it is up to be
checkmating it before it causes more harm than good to us. That is why Dirk (2020) observed that
the more common Ribonucleic acid (RNA) viruses-like the coronaviruses behind the current
pandemic-have typically smaller genome sizes than Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) virus,
apparently because of higher error-rate when replicating. Too many errors have the effect that
natural selection disfavors them. It also limits maximum size of these viruses.

This seems to support the hypotheses that life originated with a Ribonucleic acid (RNA)
world, and that for very primitive life Ribonucleic acid (RNA) to worked perfectly fine to pass
on genetic information. As organisms grew in size they required larger genomes and needed to
transfer more information. At that point DNA outcompeted RNA as a type of informational code.
But Ribonucleic acid (RNA) survives as an essential part of terrestrial biology, as we are seeing
with the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2.

Genetic transfer

Viruses also have benefits. Most of the genetic information on Earth probably resides
within them, and viruses are important for transferring genes between different species, increasing
genetic diversity and ultimately enhancing evolution and the adaptation of various organisms to
new environment challenges. When life was first arising on Earth, they may have been critical to
evolution of the first cells.

Product of natural evolution

Evolution is a change in the genetic composition of a population over a successive
generation. According to Andersen (2020) COVID-19 more closely resembles strains of
coronavirus found in bats and pangolins. The features changes in the Receptor Binding Domain
(RBD) portion of the spike protein and its distinct backbone, rules out laboratory manipulation as
a potential origin for SARS-CoV-2.That is to say that COVID-19 spike protein is so efficient at
binding to human cells that it could only be a result of natural selection, not artificial engineering
(https://wvww.labmate-online.com/news/laboratory-products/3/breaking-news/is-covid-19-man-
made-or-natural/51980)
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Progammed entity

Notable, COVID 19 is different; this is because ‘free will’ defense does not work for
viruses. They are not intentional agents that make decisions or have moral responsibility. They
just do what they are programmed to do.

CONCLUSION

From the philosophical investigation so far, the issue of COVID 19 outbreak ravaging the
earth has a sufficient reason. But sometimes our emotions blind us from seeing the reason but
solely the event. Without doubt, majority of the human race is focused on the virus, its effects and
how to survive not some bigger picture of “why the virus? Or “some futuristic good purpose” we
are sure finding a vaccine is the big purpose right now for humanity and we really hope it is
available soon so this too shall pass and we go back to daily lives.
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